
When Armando Sanchez, a photojournalist from the Chicago Tribune, arrived at the “Valentine Pop Up 
Shop” Boombox retail kiosk on a late afternoon Monday, February 6th asking to take pictures, as a 
vendor in the space I was humbled and moved beyond words. Naturally, I expected a story about the 
boutique that over the course of two weeks would feature six black women-owned businesses, including 
my own vegan and fair trade chocolate confections company Mindful Indulgences. This surprise visit 
occurred merely hours after the release of a separate feature on Street Blog Chicago which focused on 
the importance of "supporting the entrepreneurial spirit of hardworking Chicagoans." The blog was 
retweeted, and mentioned both the Englewood and Wicker Park business incubators of which 
our Boombox Pop-Up Shop was a part.  
  
One can imagine my shock and disappointment after seeing and reading “Emanuel’s ‘people 
plazas’ struggling to achieve lift off” by John Byrne published on the Chicago Tribune website February 
27, 2017. The article, which lead with a photograph of me and a customer inside of my boutique, goes on 
to describe a floundering city-wide project spearheaded by Mayor Emanuel. As a business owner whose 
participation in this project proved quite successful, I believe this article to be an egregious and 
inaccurate report, and one that aligns my business as well as those of many entrepreneurs in the city of 
Chicago with failing enterprise. 
  
I believe this article to be a missed opportunity to acknowledge the collective efforts and success of seven 
licensed black woman-owned businesses that cultivated spaces to share their talents, gifts, and services 
– from wellness practitioners dedicated to healing the communities of Chicago, an urban gardening 
consultant encouraging earth stewardship and the importance of growing your own to makers of 
conscientiously-crafted body products. 
  
If Mr. Byrne’s intention was to use our images to further a narrative of an unsuccessful city project rather 
than report on the hard work, industry, and dedication of Chicago’s entrepreneurs and healers, I would 
rather my business not been mentioned. The fact that the Chicago Tribune published names and images 
of business only to associate us with an unprosperous and failing endeavor when in fact the experience 
we collaboratively created was dynamic and successful is unjust and inaccurate. Additionally, 
the publishing of erroneous financial information alongside a headline image of my business 
undermines my experience with this project, and does a huge disservice not only to me, but also to my 
fellow business owners.  
  
As one of several black woman entrepreneurs in the city of Chicago who is actively and intentionally 
invested in the labor of tending and cultivating mindful consumerism and wellness, I invite anyone who is 
interested in supporting local business to follow us via social media to stay tuned to the work that we’re 
doing.  
 
Nicole Melanie Davis 
Founder, Mindful Indulgences 


